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This course concerns several grammatical points as

well as the cultural topic of holidays. The language aspect
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LANGUAGE CONTENT

The course will emphasize the use of clauses that begin

with that, when, while, who, unless, etc. and the use of
the passive voice with be plus past participle, Some
irregular verbs in the present and past, will be reviewed
and others will be introduced., The comparison of adjec-
tives and adverbs will be reinforced., Stress will be layed
on conveying meaning through intonational variation, For

——
example: l{e_/l_s. }{L/\_l_s_. He | is?

Library skills, such as using the card catalog, using ap-

propriate reference books and taking notes will be empha -

sized,
OBJECTIVES

l. Given the nemes or dates of important holidays, the
student will explain their significance orally and in
writing.

2. Having read or listened to a description of a
religious celebration the student will identify it by name,
state whether it is typical of only one of the culture
groups studied and discuss (if there is one) an equivalent

celebration in any other of the culture groups.
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3. Given a series of questions about certain holidays,
the student witl do some research in the library to
formulate appropriate answers.

lj. Having selected one of the holidays discussed in
class or any other, the stuient will write a short de-
scription of how it is celebrated in the United States or
in his native country.

5. Having selected one of the controversial customs
discussed in class, the student will first determine his
own opinion and then select appropriate elements to defend
his position in a 3 to 5 minutes presentation.

6. Having viewed, listened to, or read a commercial in
English and one in Spanish, the student will discuss orally
the techniques used to influence opinion.

7. Having viewed or listened to a news program and
another type of program, the studeat will discuss the
subject matter, the point of view, and his impression of
the two,

8. Having determined & topic of interest that deals
with any aspect of one of the cultures studied, the student

will present the results of his investigation of it,
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TEAGHING STRATEGIES

l. t..Gimzn the names or dates of important holidays the
student will explain orally their significance.
a. Have students distinguish between legal federal
holidays declared by Congress and traditional
holidays in the United States,

Legal federal holldaxa:

New Yearts Day (January 1)
Inauguration Day (January 20)
washingtonts Birthday (February 22)
Independence Day (July U4)
Labor Day (the first Monday in
Sep tember)
Thanksgiving Day (the fourth Thursday
in November)
Veieran's Day (November 11)
Christmas Days (December 25)

Traditional holidays:

Valentinets Day (February 14)
St. Patrick!s Day (March 17)
Halloween (October 31)

Stress the fact that each state has the authority to

specify the holidays it will observe and that the

o
oot
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governor of the state proclaims the holidays for the

state.

b, Have students find an equivalent holiday that is

celebrated in his native country,

"20 de Mayo" Rosh Hashanah
"7 de Diciembre” Easter
"Grito de Yara® Hannukah

¢. Have students discuss other celebrations In their
countries that do not exist in the United States

(This @ uld be a group project is you have 3 or 4

students or more of the ,ame mationality).

2. Having read or listened to a description of & religious

celebration the student will identify it by name.

3. Given a series of questions about certain holidays the
student will do some research in the library to

formula te appropriate answsers,

a. Have students grouped to work on their questions,

Thea have one of them report orally on thelr

findings.

1) One group could be given the following

questions:

what does the word hannukah mean?
When does the holiday begin?

L

T
e




Why is it called the Feast of Lights?

How long does the celebration last?

Who was Judas Maccabaeus?

2) Another group could be given these questions:

what does the name Halloween mean?

When does it take place?

Is Halloween celebrated in your country?
How?

What Christian feast is celebrated the next
day?

4. Having selected one of the holidays discussed in class
the student will write a short description of how it
is celebrated in the United States or in his native

country,

a, Have some of the students select one holiday like
Independence Day and write about its celebdration in

two different countries (similarities and differ-

ences).,

b. Have the students invite a member of the Cuban com~
munity to discuss Nochebuena and compare it with

the celebration of Christmas in the United States,

c. Have a student do some research on the "™ardi Gras"

and compare it to "Los Carnavales de Oriente" or

those in any other Latin Aamerican country,

5
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Having selected one of the controversial customs (such
as, dating, eating habits, concepts of time and
promptness, forms of etiquette, concepts of distance
between speakers, touching) discussed in class, the
student will rirst determine his own opinion and then
select appropriate supportive elements to defend his

position.

a., Have the students participate in a round table

discussion,

b, Have the students poll the rest of the student body
concerning the issue in question and report their

findings.

c. Have the students make a comic strip in vhich they
try to "brain wash" or win over to their way of
thinking different types of audiences through this

med fum,

Having viewed, listened to or read a commercial {n
English and one in Spanish, the student will discuss

oral ly the techniques used to influence opinions,

a, Have the students invent a product and write & com-
mercial for i{t, Then have them present their com-
mercial and see the reaction of the rest of the

class to the new product,

6
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b. Have the students analyze their commercials for
emotional appeals and ethnic stereotypes. Then
have them decide to what types of audiences it

would be most appealing.

Having viewed or listened to a news program, and
another type of program, the student will discuss the
sub Ject matter, the point of view and his impression

of the two,
a, Have the students present their own news program,

b. Have students comment on the difference in the
language used in news programs and other programs

in radio or T.V.

Having determined a topic of interest that deals with
any aspect of one of the cultures studied, the student

will present the results of his investigation of 1it,

e, Have students pose a quest ion; help them become
familiar with the aspects of their topic, and then
have them proceed to collect information, The
report should be submitted orally., At the dis-
cretion of the teacher, a written report may be

required.

gt
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SAMPLE EXCERPTS

Rosh Hashanah

The Jewish yea:r begins with this celebration on the
first and second days of the month of Tishri (usually in
September). It is a time of year when children go back to
school and adults start working.

This holiday is observed by all Jewish people and
together with Yom Kippur constitute the two holiest days

in the Jewish calendar,

Easter

It is a Christian festival that celebrates the resur-
rection of Jesus Christ, It is the most important holiday
of the Christian religion,

It comes in early Spring and in many places children
collect candy and chocolate bunnies 2nd hunt colorful
Easter eggs. Many persoas wear new Spring clothes to

church this day.
Christmas

It is the day when Christians celebrate the birthday
of Jesus Christ,

It is the happiest and busiest time of year for

millions of Christians,

a
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Hanukah

It 1s the celebration of the Maccabean victory many
centuries ago.

Ever since that victory, eight days are set aside each
year to give thanks. Feasts are celebrated by the
femilies. The schools and synagogues present plays and
concerts. Young men and women collect money to buy land

in Palestine,

e e




RESOURCES
A, For Students

English for Today, Book 111, The National Council of
Teachers ol English, MacGraw-Hill, New York,

Our American Way of Life, Book I.

Falcon Books: Noble and Noble Baldwin, James, Go Tell
It On the Mountain (Abridged), 1968,

Gibson, Althea, 1 Always Wanted to be Somebody
(Abridged), . ]

Russell, Bill, Go Up For Glory (Abridged), 1969,

Shulman, Irving, West Side Story (Abridged), 1969.

B. For Teachers

v Edidin, Ben M., Jewish Customs and Ceremonies, Hebrew
) Publishing Co,, New York, I94I.

., Jewish Holidays and Festivals, Hebrew
PublIshing Co., New York, I940.

Hallowell, A. Irving. "Sociopsychological Aspects of
Acculturation, The Science of Man in the World
7 crisis, New York, T945, pp. 171-200,

Johnson Jr,, Granville B, "Relationship between
Bilingualism and Racial Attitude."™ Journal of
Educational Psychology. U42: 357-365.

Lado, Robert, Linguistics Across Cultures,

Parsons, Talcott, "The American Family: Its Relation
to Personality and to the Social Structure” in
Parsons, Talcott and Robert F, Bales, Famil
Socialization and Interaction Process, e Free

ress, encoe, o» s PP. 3=33.

Portuondo de Castro, Juan Miguel, Efemérides nmaciona-
les cubanas en el exilio, 1965,
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Redfield, Robert. ™A Community Within Communities™ in
The Little Community. Phoenix Books, University
ol Chlcago Press, C*icago, 191, pp. 113-131,

Soffietti, James P, "Bilingualism and Biculturalism,"
Journal of Ed, Psychology, U6: 22-227.

FILMS
Black History: Lost, Stolen, or Strayed Pt, 1 and Part 2.
27'¢, JS, CBA-FA, 1-31624 and 1-31629.

Changing gace of Florida, The. 15'C, EJS, Fla, Devel,
1-13381.

Israel, 27'C, EJS, IFF, 1=-30943.
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BIBLIOGRAPHY
OF
JEWISH, SPANISH
AND
LATIN AMERICAN HOLIDAYS

Spanish and Latin American Holidays

Books

Dobler, Lavinia., Customs and Holidays Around the World.

Epton, Nina, Spanish Fiestas, N. Y., Barnes, c 1968.
Raymond, John, Concise Dictionary of Holidays.

Spicer, Dorothy Gladys. Festivals of Western Europe.

. Windows Open to the World,

Magazines

‘ SR/1967, "World Travel Calendar.“ Christie, T, L,
saturday Review, 50:77, 82, Ja. 7'67.

"Sound of hooves; flesta of San Fermin, Pamplona,"
Mcgormlck. Sports Illus. 31:60, 64. July 7,
1969,

"Lusty fairs of Europe.” Tyman, K. Holiday, US:
38-43, Ja. 169, ’

"Mardigras: midwinter cruise to Ensenada, Mexico."
West, C. Motor B, 115: 38«39, May, 1965,

Jewish Holidays

Books

Abramson, Lillian. Jewish Holiday Party Book.

Cavanah, Francos; Pannell, Lucia, Holiday Round - Up.
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Dobler, Lavinia. Customs and Holidays Around the World,

Gaer, Joseph. Holidays Around the World.

‘ckis, Marguerite, The Book of Festivals and Holidsays,

Koh!, Marguerite. The Holiday Book.

Raymond, John., Concise Dictionary of Holidays.

Maggzlnes N

SR/1967, "wWorld Travel Calendar." Christie, T. C.
Saturday Review, 50: 77-82. Ja. 7'67.
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